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Hello MiDCDD Members, 

 
It was exciting to see many of you at the 78th Annual Michigan Council for Exceptional Children Conference 

early this month and fantastic to see so many MiDCDD presentations.  Although our largest membership is 

with deaf/hard of hearing professionals, MiDCDD applies to many areas of communication and 

professionals who work with individuals who have unique communicative needs.  

 

Visitors unfamiliar with our new Michigan division took time to stop and ask questions at the exhibit table. 

Most inquiries were around the four committees established at our conception in July, 2017.  Who are the 

professionals involved?  What is their vision? What makes this committee different?  

                (Sarah, Jennifer, Rachel, Tina) 

These are great questions which prompted us to reflect on our 

mission and vision for Michigan DCDD as this first year is quickly 

ending. Our conclusion is that these answers require the input and 

support of our membership for this guidance. 

 

To start, MiDCDD would like to highlight professionals who play an 

important role in our division.  In this newsletter we chose to 

highlight speech and language pathologists. Each board member 

recently spent some time with a speech and language pathologist. 

All pathologists interviewed are presently working in different 

educational settings.  Through that journey we discovered various 

perspectives, thoughts, and resources which we hope you find 

informative also. Overtime we would like to highlight a variety of 

current member professionals to continue enhancing our knowledge 

of other areas of communicative work.  This can only improve the work we do.  

 

At the same time we must look at the interest generated for each committee by our membership. 

Currently we are looking for committee leaders to facilitate leadership and camaraderie among 

professionals interested to partake in one or more of our four committees. Low interest is information to 

guide the determination that a specific committee may not be the direction our membership is interested 

at this time. This will allow us to focus our attention elsewhere.  

 

Lastly, MiDCDD will be sending out a brief survey to collect your thoughts, ideas, and visions for MiDCDD. 

We plan to share the results in the June, 2018 newsletter.  Your input is valued! Results will guide the 

MiDCDD board into the 2018-2019 school year. 

 

Thank you for all the work you do! 

 

Professionally Yours, 

 

Tina, Jennifer, Sarah, and Rachel 

 

 



 

The Work of Speech and Language Pathologists 
Lisa Syverson, MA., CCC-SLP 

Trenton Public Schools 

 
Interviewer: Rachel Sloan 

 

Lisa is a Speech and Language Pathologist with Trenton Public 

Schools. She has been teaching for 15 years. Lisa is currently 

working with PreK-4th grade students. She services children in 

the general education, ASD and center based program for 

children with hearing loss with a focus in spoken language.  

What are some of the unique needs of the students on your 

caseload? 

When working with students with hearing loss, I have to be 

concerned about access to sound. Is the amplification 

working correctly, can the child hear the sound? Also, those 

students tend to have lower vocabulary and need more direct 

instruction.  

 

What are your favorite resources, programs, and /or 

technology? 

My favorite resources are self-created. I like to baseline test 

for systematic teaching. These self-created resources are 

used for progress monitoring as well as post testing. I also use 

manipulative to help keep the students hands busy! Little 

toys are the best for this and the students enjoy working with 

the toys.  

 

What are some challenges you face in your current position? 
Lack of time to get things done, work load demands, finding 
time to consult with teachers, individual student instruction 
within a group setting, flow of evaluations, finding the 
balance of evaluations with treatment time with students.  
 
Where do you get your professional development? 

The school district provides professional development but I 

also go through Wayne County Speech Language Association, 

read ASHA journals and independent study on topics of 

interest.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Hoffman, MA., CCC-SLP/L 
Hazel Park Public Schools 

 

Interviewer: Tina Roy 

Sarah has been a Speech and 

Language Pathologist for 10 

years.  This is her first year 

working for Hazel Park Public 

School.  Her previous nine 

year was with DMC Children’s 

Hospital of Michigan pediatrics.  She worked with the 18 month- 

19 years of age population with multiple exceptionalities. 

Presently Sarah is assigned to Jardon Vocational and Edison 

M.A.X.   Both are separate facilities for students who require a 

self-contained setting for multiple challenges. 

What are some of the unique needs of the students on your 

caseload?  

Sarah shared that the student needs are not unique to her, but 

the level of needs, especially behavioral, across the school day, 

has been unique. 

 

What are your favorite resources, programs, and/or 

technology?  

Sarah shared that her number one resource is consulting with 

colleagues and number two is ASHA as a “golden standard”.  She 

felt that nine times out of ten ASHA would have her answer. 

Professionally she tends to use LAMP and TouchChat the most 

because she feels these programs with the child’s 

communication needs.  Both are AAC technology.  Her favorite 

form of technology is a ipad with apps since that is technology 

most familiar to families, most accessible to students, and most 

generalized. Most of the apps that are therapy based are not too 

entertaining - Articulation Station is one app that great if parents 

just need practice on a specific sound, but the student should 

have the ability to accurately produce the sound independently, 

just needs practice for generalization.  I don't recommend 

students/patients practice sounds at home if they cannot 

produce them correctly because practicing sounds incorrectly 

ends up doing more harm than good in the long run. Lastly, she 

would recommend checking out OUCARES . They have three age 

group areas, including adults.  They offer pre-employment 

trainings which includes life skills.  Scholarships are available 

directly from OU with OU assisting families with finding 
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scholarships.  Instructors are skilled teachers, staff, and have of 

more than recreational camp activities.  

 

What are some challenges you face in your current position? 
Sarah shared that besides aggressive behavior, the transition 
from a hospital setting with insurance paperwork to IEP 
paperwork has been a challenge. 
 
What your current professional development interests? 

Currently Sarah shared that she would like to develop more 

knowledge around adults on the autism spectrum, cochlear 

implants, and more enroll more of the Michigan ASHA courses 

provided. 

Matt Wilger, M.A., CCC-SLP 
Van Buren Intermediate School District 

 
Interviewer: Sarah Newberry 
 
I am currently working as both a classroom consultant and 
speech language pathologist. I have been an SLP for 6 years in 
Van Buren ISD’s Regional Program. The Regional Program is a 
specialized program that focuses on structured teaching, direct 
instruction, visual supports, incentive programs and 
mainstreaming of students into general education. We also have 
a partnership with Western Michigan University that allows us to 
collaborate with ABA therapy students to help us meet the 
unique needs of our students. The program is designed for 
students Kindergarten-6th grade. There are no eligibility 
requirements to be part of the program, but we typically work 
with students with the eligibilities of ASD, CI, and ECDD. 
  
I also respond to requests for augmented and alternative 
communication consultation from other speech pathologists in 
Van Buren ISD. Consultation typically includes recommendations 
for evaluation, type of low tech/high tech device, advice for data 
collection, and overall recommendations for lesson planning. 
  
What are some of the unique needs of the students you work 
with? 
The biggest challenge in this program is functional 
communication. We have many students who have complex 
communication needs and need a way to supplement their 
verbal communication. We also have students who require 
individualized behavior plans to help them be successful in the 
school environment. 
  
What are some of the challenges you face? 
Some of the biggest challenges I face include: training staff on 
the many different communication modalities their students are 
going to be utilizing in classroom, responding to a growing 
number for requests for AAC support across the county, and 
balancing a dual role as a consultant and SLP 

Elizabeth Balk, M.A., CCC-SLP 
Van Buren Intermediate School District 

 
Interviewer:  Jennifer Padgett  

 
I had the privilege of enjoying a 

late lunch with my colleague, 
Elizabeth Balk, a speech and 
language pathologist for the 

Van Buren Intermediate School 
District in Lawrence, Michigan. 

 Actually eating lunch is a rarity, 
let alone at an actual restaurant 
and not in your car between destinations. Being able to talk for a 

few minutes about life in general was a treat.  
 
During the past 21 years, Elizabeth has worked in a variety of 
settings, working with adults and children. She made the switch 
to serving just the Birth to Three populations in 2002 with 
Indiana’s First-Steps program. During the past 15 years, she has 
served the southwest Michigan communities as an Early On 
Speech and Language Pathologist for VBISD. As an Early On SLP, 
Elizabeth works specifically with children from birth to age 3 and 
their families/caregivers. She serves families in rural and 
suburban communities with the majority of these people 
functioning in low to middle socio-economic situations. The 
service model that is embraced by the VBISD is one of coaching; 
engaging and encouraging families in their natural environment 
to help facilitate growth in their child’s communication.  
 
What is a typical day for you look like? 
My job, being mostly in the beautiful country, requires quite a bit 
of travel. I do not work in a clinical setting, but rather with 
children in their natural environment, i.e. homes and daycares, 
coaching and working with families. I typically see anywhere 
between 4-6 families each day.  Each session varies, but could 
include these elements:  

How are things going? 
This is what we are going to work on today. 
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What are some of the resources you use? (Technology, apps, 
games, programs, or websites) 
Some of the most common resources I use include Proloquo2go 
(IPad app), LAMP Words for Life (IPad app), communication 
books and the PECS communication system. 
  
What are some assessments you are currently using to assess 
language/communication/articulation? 
I typically use the Clinical Evaluation of Language 
Fundamentals-5 (CELF-5), Goldman Fristoe Test of Articulation, 
and general observations of functional communication. As 
augmented and alternative communication grows in our 
program, I am also moving to use the SETT Framework for AAC 
decision making. 
  
6. What are some good parent resources? 
Some of my favorite resources are AAC Language Lab, The 
Center for AAC & Autism, and PECSUSA. 
  
https://aaclanguagelab.com/ 
  
https://www.aacandautism.com/lamp 
  
https://pecsusa.com 
  
Where do you go for professional development? Do you know 
of any good conferences/workshops/webinars coming up?  
I try and focus on AAC for my professional development. There 
are many students and professionals across our county who are 
looking for support directly related to AAC and functional 
communication. I try to stay as up to date as possible with the 
newest and best evidence based practices available for utilizing 
AAC. I would suggest that any parent or professional looking for 
information regarding AAC that they attend a LAMP training or 
the PECS level 1 training. Both training schedules can be found at 
  
https://www.aacandautism.com/lamp 
  
https://pecsusa.com 

 

 

What can we do next? 
Here’s some homework. 
What new things is your child doing? 

 
What are the unique needs of the children you serve? 
The families and children I typically see don’t have a medical 
diagnosis but rather, for unknown reasons, are experiencing 
speech and language delays. When families are referred to me it 
is typically because the child is not talking. The reason they are 
not talking varies: apraxia, hearing loss, suffered a stroke, etc. 
 The needs vary between receptive and expressive language, 
articulation, or a little bit of all of it. 
 
What are the challenges you face in your position? 
Working in the home environment can be challenging.  These 
settings can be chaotic, distracting, and harder to get the 
families engaged.  I think another challenge is when families 
don’t seem to carryover our activities and then the kids don’t 
make progress.  Another issue is behavior and discipline. 
 
Do you have any favorite programs, resources or technology? 
I love any toy that motivates and gets the parents engaged in the 
therapy session. Some of my favorites resources are the Kaufman 
Children’s Center, Talk It Rock It, Teach Me To Talk, and Apraxia 
Kids.  There have also been opportunities to connect families with 
one another on a case by case basis. I also like to encourage 
families to participate in Play and Learn Groups that our Family 
Links organizes. 
 
Do you have any recommendations for Professional 
Development? 
(Laughs heartily here.)  Anywhere I can find it.  Usually I follow 
ASHA-MSHA and other organizations like that.  Pesi Rehab and 
SpeechPathology.com offer some good ones as well. I usually go 
after an area I need to improve upon. This is especially pertinent 
when I get a child who has a diagnosis/condition that I don’t 
have as much experience with (e.g., cleft palate, autism).  
 
What is the most rewarding part of your job? 
I love to see kids make progress no matter how big or small. I get 
a great deal of satisfaction and enjoyment in their 
improvements!  
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MIDCDD COMMITTEES 

 

  Communication Disorders 

The committee on Communication Disorders supports this work through its focus on 

the language, literacy, conversation and facilitation means used for the learning needs 

of children across the age span who have speech, language, and learning difficulties. 

 

 

Contributor:  Amanda Hopkins, M.S. Speech-Language Pathologist, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT 

 

Camp Information 

Camp ALEC: Camp for kid using AAC.  Campers participate in fun and motivating reading and writing 

activities in 1:1 and small group settings. Located in Grand Rapids, MI 

 

Camp Shout Out: Summer camp for young people who stutter. Located in Muskegon, Michigan 

 

Kaufman Children’s Center for Speech, Language, Sensory-Motor and Social Connections: 
Intensive CAS summer program with apraxia expert Nancy Kaufman and intensive sensory integration 

programs with our occupational therapists. Located in West Bloomfield, Michigan 

 

Bay Cliff Health Camp: A therapy and wellness camp for those with hearing, vision, speech, and 

orthopedic disabilities. Located in Big Bay, MI. 

O.U.R. Camp: A camp for children ages 3-11 who have additional developmental needs. It is designed to 

develop social and cognitive skills during the summer months. Located in Northville, MI. 

OUCARES:  offers a variety of summer day camps for individuals on the autism spectrum ages 3 years old 

through adult.  Located in Rochester, MI 

 

 

DeafBlind 

The committee on Deaf/Blind recognizes that students with deafblindness are 

educated in a variety of environments and through a variety of approaches. 

The purpose of this committee is to act as a venue for teachers, their families, 

and individuals themselves to gather and discuss the challenges that they 

encounter on a daily basis. This committee encourages a closer examination of 

such challenges as access to the general education curriculum, sensitivity to diversity and unique needs 

within the population, and a careful understanding of medical and technological advances, among others. 

The purpose of this committee is to provide an opportunity for educators and their families from across 

the state working with these students to network, advocate, and reflect together so that their concerns 

may be heard by the broader educational community. 

 

Contributor:  Amanda Hopkins, M.S. Speech-Language Pathologist, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT 

 

Camp Information 

Bay Cliff Health Camp: A therapy and wellness camp for those with hearing, vision, speech, and 

orthopedic disabilities. Located in Big Bay, MI. 
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Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

The committee on Deaf or Hard of Hearing recognizes that students with hearing 

losses are educated in a variety of environments and through a variety of 

approaches. The purpose of this committee is to act as a venue for teachers of the 

deaf and hard of hearing, their families, and deaf or hard of hearing individuals 

themselves to gather and discuss the challenges that they encounter on a daily 

basis. This committee encourages a closer examination of such challenges as access 

to the general education curriculum, sensitivity to diversity within the population, 

and a careful understanding of medical and technological advances, among others. 

The committee seeks to connect teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing from across the state with one 

another so that their concerns may be heard by the broader educational community. 

 

Contributor:  Amanda Hopkins, M.S. Speech-Language Pathologist, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT 

 

Camp Information 

Bloomfield Hills SCAMP: A summer program for those with disabilities ages 3-26. It focuses on social 

skills, pre-vocational skills, and language improvement. Located in Bloomfield Hills, MI. 

Bay Cliff Health Camp: A therapy and wellness camp for those with hearing, vision, speech, and 

orthopedic disabilities. Located in Big Bay, MI. 

AG Bell Camp: A week long mainstream camp for children with hearing loss using listening and spoken 

language. Located in Jackson, MI.  

Camp Chris Williams: A week long camp for children with hearing loss using all 

language modes. This year’s theme is “life skills”. Located in Greenville, MI. 

Carl’s Family Village: Camps for families with children with hearing loss all 

summer long. Located in Brooklyn, MI 

Camp Lions Bear Lake: Week long camp for children with hearing loss using listening and spoken 

language. Family weekend camp available. Located in Lapeer, MI 

CampedUP Day Camp: Day camp for children with hearing loss using listening and spoken language. 

Camp will focus on STEM. Siblings without hearing loss are welcome too. Located in Ann Arbor, MI. 

Kids Kamp at DHH Services: Half day camp for children with hearing loss who use all modes of 

communication. Located in Kentwood, MI 

Teen Signs at DHH Services: A week long camp for teens with hearing loss who use all modes of 

communication. Located in Kentwood, MI 

 

Multiple Exceptionalities 

The committee of Multiple Exceptionalities focuses on current 

issues, curricula, transition and family centered practices for 

students with speech, language and/or learning difficulties who also 

have multiple exceptionalities. The purpose of this committee is to 

provide an opportunity for educators working with these students 

and their families to network, advocate, and reflect on challenges encountered on a daily basis. 

 

Contributor:  Amanda Hopkins, M.S. Speech-Language Pathologist, CCC-SLP, LSLS Cert. AVT 
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Camp Information 

Able Abe’s Summer Camp: A day camp for children ages 4-10 with congenital and acquired 

developmental delays. Located in West Bloomfield, MI. 

Early Intervention Center Programs: Programs that provide year-round Applied Behavior Analysis 

Therapy for children on the autism spectrum ages 18 months - 9 years. Located in Troy, MI. 

Friendship Circle Summer Camps: Week-long summer day camps for youth and teens with special 

needs in Southeast Michigan. 

Camp Tall Tree: A traditional summer camp experience for those with Autism, 22q Deletion Syndrome, 

and other disabilities. It also offers a program for siblings of those with disabilities. Located in Fenton, MI. 

Kids in Motion Summer Fun Day Camp: A day camp which includes occupational, physical, speech, and 

language therapy to children with disabilities. Located in Highland, MI. 

Bay Cliff Health Camp: A therapy and wellness camp for those with hearing, vision, speech, and 

orthopedic disabilities. Located in Big Bay, MI. 

Camp Discovery: A camp for children with epilepsy, ages 8-17. It offers a community of others with 

epilepsy, including campers and counselors, as well as meetings with neurologists on staff. Located in 

Augusta, MI. 

Camp Blue Sky: An outdoor day camp for those with 

special needs ages 7 and up. Located in Milford, MI. 

Camp Zip: Assists young adults (16 and over) with 

physical, emotional, and developmental disabilities. 

Located in Canton, MI. 

Cran-Hill Ranch Special Needs Camp: An overnight 

Christian camp for those with developmental disabilities ages 15 and up. Located in Rodney, MI. 

Camp Civitan: A camp for those with developmental challenges ages 13 and up. Located in Lansing, MI. 

Indian Trails Camp: A camp for those with a variety of disabilities of all ages. They promote sports, 

nature activities, swimming, boating, dancing, and other camp activities for those with disabilities. Located 

in Grand Rapids, MI. 

Comprehensive Therapy Center: A therapy program for those with special needs ages 1-14 which 

integrates activities and playtime. Located in Grand Rapids, MI. 

Camp Sunshine: A camp experience for those with mild-to-moderate cognitive impairments ages 12-50. 

Located in Holland, MI. 

St. Francis Camp: A camp for children and adults with developmental disabilities. Located in Jerome, MI. 

The Fowler Center Summer Camp: An outdoor camp experience for those with various special needs 

ages 6 and up. Located in Mayville, MI. 

Eagle Village Programs: Programs which assist young adults facing issues with adoption and foster care 

or generally struggling with emotional or behavioral problems. Located in Hersey, MI. 
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Equest Center for Therapeutic Riding: A program which offers horseback riding and therapy to those 

with various mental, physical, and social/emotional challenges. Located in Rockford, MI. 

Compassionate Heart Ministries Summer Serve Camp: A camp setting for young adults with 

disabilities. Located in Zeeland, MI. 

Pine Ridge Bible Special Needs Camp: A Christian camp which works specifically with individuals with 

developmental disabilities. Located in Cedar Springs, MI. 

Camp Skyline Special Needs Camps: An overnight camp for individuals with disabilities ages 13 and 

up. Located in Almont, MI. 

OUCARES:  offers a variety of summer day camps for individuals on the autism spectrum ages 3 years old 

through adult.  Located in Rochester, MI 

 

 

 

Michigan Department of Education 

Low Incidence Outreach 
 

The Michigan Department of Education-Low Incidence Outreach (MDE-LIO) 

provides support for students who are Blind/Visually Impaired (B/VI) and/or Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

(DHH). This support is mainly in the form of professional development, resources, and technical assistance 

for districts and families. Please visit the MDE-LIO website for more information or to request assistance 

via the fillable form at the bottom of every webpage. 

During the week of March 11-15, 2018, MDE-LIO collaborated with Gallaudet 

University Regional Center (GURC) and Michigan Hands & Voices by offering 

evening family events with Sheri Cook. Sheri is Deaf and currently the director 

of GURC Midwest. Sheri shared her experiences of growing up and how her 

parents and grandparents contributed to her (and her sister’s) language and 

academic development. Sheri was an engaging presenter who brought an 

encouraging message full of tips and resources for parents! The events were 

held at Marquette-Alger RESA in the Upper Peninsula, West Oakview 

Elementary School in Grand Rapids, and Michigan School for the Deaf in Flint. 

The EIPA Video Conference Workshop series has been well underway with good turnout and positive 

feedback. The workshops were held on October 7, 2017, December 2, 2017, and February 10, 2018.  The 

last workshop of this academic year will be on April 7, 2018. The topic is “Roman Numeral I: Unpacking 

Use of Space and Classifiers”. Additionally, two workshops “The 2018 Educational Interpreter Performance 

Assessment (EIPA) Skill Development Workshop” will be held on April 14, 2018 at Lansing Community 

College in Lansing and on April 28 at Northview High School in Grand Rapids with two more locations 

tentatively planned for the Metro Detroit area and Northern Lower Michigan regions.  The topic of the 

workshops is “ASL to English Interpreting and Key Vocabulary” and will be presented by Megan 

Seipke-Dame and Erin Seipke-Brown, both certified interpreters.  Please visit the MDE-LIO Events page for 

more information including registration. 
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NATIONAL DCDD   

 

Call for Presentations 

2019 CEC Convention and Expo   https://cecconvention.org/  

January 29- February 2, 2019  

Indianapolis, IN 

Follow the link below to submit a proposal.  Deadline: March 31st 
https://cecconvention.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Planning-Guide-Fact-Sheet.pdf  

 

Partake in a National Discussion 

If you are interested in participating in a few online discussions or collaborating with other professionals 

who serve students who are deaf/hard of hearing; please send an email to Anna.Paulson@state.mn.us.    
Your name will be added to the D/HH constituency group.  

  

If you are providing services to students who are deaf or hard of hearing and feel like the work you do is 

held in question, revisit the 2017 Position Statement shared by National DCDD titled: 

Teachers of Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing: A Critical Resource Needed for Legal 

Compliance  

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/SPED/e9a4552e-ad48-4c26-9f6c-7fa9cd50d362/Uploade

dImages/DCDD%20Position%20Statement%20TODHH%20(FINAL1).pdf  

 

 

GET INVOLVED  

  

Public Comment on the FFY2018 Part C of IDEA Application 

The Michigan Department of Education, Office of Great Start/Early Childhood Development and Family 

Education, requests public comment on the draft Michigan Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (known as Early On®
 Michigan) Federal Fiscal Year 2018 application. 

 

The period of public participation extends from February 23, 2018 through April 27, 2018, with public 

comment accepted only March 13-April 13, 2018, 5:00 p.m. 

Draft Federal Fiscal Year 2018 Part C Application  
 

Or please call 1-800-EarlyOn (327-5966) to obtain a copy of the application. 

Comments may be made in writing by e-mail to MDE-ECEPubComment@michigan.gov. 
Individuals who do not have access to a computer may mail written comments to: 

 

Public Comment - FFY18 Michigan Part C Application 

Michigan Department of Education 

Office of Great Start/Early Childhood Development and Family Education 

P.O. Box 30008 

Lansing, MI 48909 

All comments will be reviewed and considered in the final version of the application. 
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2018 Special Education Legislative Summit 

Will you be one of the special education advocates making a difference? 

Here’s what you need to know. 

https://specialeducationlegislativesummit.org/?utm_source=cec&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig

n=SELS  

 

CEC Advocacy at the Legislative Action Center (LAC) 

http://cqrcengage.com/cek/?0  

 

 

     DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Congress Repeals Medicare Therapy Caps and Lifts Limits on Speech-Generating Devices 
Congress has permanently repealed Medicare Part B therapy caps and permanently extended the Steve 

Gleason Enduring Voices Act, which authorizes the purchase of speech-generating devices (SGDs). 

The measures were included in a continuing resolution passed February 8, 2018 that funds the federal 

government for the next two years. 

https://blog.asha.org/2018/02/09/congress-repeals-medicare-therapy-caps-and-lifts-limits-on-speech-ge

nerating-devices/  

Michigan Foundation for Exceptional Children Scholarships 

The Michigan Council for Exceptional Children created the Michigan Foundation for Exceptional 

Children in 2001. This scholarship program is intended to provide support for educational/training 

opportunities when students are no longer eligible for special education (and Section 505) 

programs and services provided by public education (i.e., graduation or reaching 26 years of 

age). Awards can be granted up to $1,500 and would support anything from transportation, 

special equipment, tutoring, including tuition. These funds are intended to augment, not replace, 

funds available through other agencies.  

Nomination packets must be submitted by April 12, 2018. Notifications will be mailed 

by June 14, 2018. 

http://www.michigancec.org/new-item2/new-item9 

 

 

RESOURCES HOT OFF THE PRESS  
Back-and-forth exchanges boost children’s brain response to language 

Study finds engaging young children in conversation is more important for brain development than 

“dumping words” on them. 

http://news.mit.edu/2018/conversation-boost-childrens-brain-response-language-0214  
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              SAVE THE DATE 

 

Start the Assistive Technology Journey: From Consideration  

 to Capacity Building to Implementation 

 This full day training will help your team begin to 

❖ Think about a sustainable, team-based, local district approach to AT 

consideration 

❖ Consider the skills and knowledge that the team would need 

❖ Plan how best to develop those skills and knowledge in team members 

 

Cost: $30/person or @20/person in teams of 3 or more 

Five dates and locations available April 24 – May 16, 2018  Check out one that works for you. 

https://www.altshift.education/event-category/assistive-technology  

 

 

MI A.G. Bell Teen & Parent Group 

Teens, join us to meet with other teens with hearing loss, talk about transitioning to college, and listening 

to music media. Parent, join us to meet other parents and discuss how to prepare your teen for college 

and future employment. Followed by rock climbing, high ropes, and pizza 

Date: April 14, 2018 

Time: 9:30AM- 1:30PM 

Cost: FREE! 

Location: Central Michigan University 

1200 S. Franklin Street 

Mount Pleasant, MI  48859 

RSVP: Stacey Lim stacey.lim@miagbell.org  

 

 

                                                  JUST STEM IT! 

                                 One day conference for professionals serving students who are 

                                                             Deaf or Hard of Hearing. 

                                       Learn How to Empower, Prepare, and Motivate Learners  

                                         that are D/HH to Engage in the STEM curriculum and careers 

 

Date: Friday, April 27, 2018 

Time:  8:15 to 4:00 

Location: Clinton County RESA 

Registration Cost: $100.00 

For more information go to www.mspsdhh.org.  
To register please go to http://juststemit.eventbrite.com/ 

 

 

Foundations for Literacy  

An intervention tool created to teach children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing  

the basic skills found necessary for reading proficiency. 

For more information go to http://clad.education.gsu.edu/foundations-literacy-home/  

 

Date: August 18-19, 2018 

More information to come on the MDE-LIO website  

                           https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing  

 

11 
 

https://www.altshift.education/event-category/assistive-technology
mailto:stacey.lim@miagbell.org
http://www.mspsdhh.org/
http://juststemit.eventbrite.com/
http://clad.education.gsu.edu/foundations-literacy-home/
https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing


 

 

 

 

  

 

 WE NEED YOU! 

 

Committee Leader(s): MiDCDD is seeking experienced, knowledgeable 

professionals who would be interested in becoming a Committee 

Leader(s) in one of our four committees.   If you know an outstanding 

professional in one of these areas, who would be perfect in this role, 

though not a MiDCDD member, share an invite on how to become one.  

 

 

 

MiDCDD Mission 

Dedicated to the well- being, development, and education of infants, toddlers, children, and youth with 

communication and learning disorders, ranging from mild to profound, and/or who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
 

 

MiDCDD Executive Board 

President, Christina Roy 

President-Elect, Jennifer Padgett 

Treasurer, Sarah Newberry 

Secretary, Rachel Sloan 

 

 

 

 

MICHIGAN 

 
Michigan DCDD Email   michigandcdd@gmail.com 

Michigan DCDD  website    http://www.michigandcdd.com  

National CEC DCDD      http://community.cec.sped.org/dcdd/home 
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